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Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98, I am submitting a completed "INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS" (Form PTO/SB/08A) with patents and/or 
publications as delineated therein attached. 

DE 196 07 148 discloses the switch wiper (1) has at least 2 operating elements (13) on 
2 opposing sides (12), for operating the vacuum cleaner electrical on-off switch and the 
release mechanism for a brake acting on a cable winding drum contained within the vacuum 
cleaner housing. The sides of the switch wiper have retaining rails (3) cooperating with 
support rails (4) provided by the vacuum cleaner housing via a spring force acting on the 
switch wiper. The switch wiper has a stop element (16) adjacent one of the operating elements 
cooperating with a stop (15) provided by the vacuum cleaner housing. 

DE 199 47 980 discloses that the invention relates to a vacuum cleaner which 
comprises a fan chamber for an aspirator and the control electronics thereof as well as 
operating elements on the body of the vacuum cleaner for electrically controlling the power of 
the aspirator. The operating elements are combined to form a subassembly over the fan 
chamber. The subassembly with the operating elements (12, 12a to 12c) is composed of a 
centre piece (12b) which can be connected to control electronics (31) of the vacuum cleaner 
(1) and serves for accommodating power regulators (20) and/or display elements and at least 
one control key (12a, 12c) which is mounted to the centre piece (12b) and serves for 
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switching on and off the motor of the aspirator. A carrier element (17) that is fitted with plug 
connectors (15, 16) and optionally additional electric components for controlling power is 
arranged at the lower side of the centre piece (12b). The plug connectors (15, 16) provide a 
power connection to the electric components of the operating elements (12). The carrier 
element (17) sealingly covers at least one opening (21) of the body in the direction of the fan 
chamber (3). Said opening is situated in the upper component (10) pertaining to the body of 
the vacuum cleaner (1). The control electronics (31) with the cooling bodies (22) of the power 
switches are arranged in the area of the opening and are cooled by the outgoing air stream of 
the fan. Plug connecting devices (28, 29) that provide the conducting connection to the 
control electronics (31), the aspirator (4), the cable drum and the like and that correspond to 
the plug connectors (15, 16) are arranged in the body (2). The conducting and flexible wiring 
between the control electronics and the operating elements which are combined in a 
subassembly can be optimised and the assembly can be simplified by means of the inventive 
measures. Cooling problems in the power switches are prevented. 

DE 44 13 884 discloses that the housing of the vacuum cleaner has an adjustable slide 
unit (7) that can be moved over a linear range (SB) to vary the speed of the motor. The slide 
unit is fixed to a flexible toothed rack element (9) that is in mesh with a pinion gear (10) 
coupled to a potentiometer that adjusts the motor (11) operating point. The rack element can 
adopt the profile of the housing inner surface. 

EP 1 297 775 discloses that the vacuum cleaner (SS) has a number of operating 
controls (BE1,BE2) including at least one foot-operated push-button and at least one foot- 
operated slider. Each operating control has an external operating surface component of a 
material , e.g. an elastomer, which is softer than the relatively hard material for the remainder 
of the operating control. 

If no translation of pertinent portions of any foreign language patents or publications 
mentioned within the "INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS" 
is included with the aforementioned copies of those applications, patents and/or publications, 
it is because no existing translation is readily available to the Applicants. As per the Notice in 
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1273 OG 55 (August 5, 2003) no copies of any above-mentioned US patents and US patent 
application publications are submitted for this application which was filed after June 30, 
2003. 
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